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FOREWORD 
To our friends in the agritech industry,

Kia ora!

Agritech New Zealand is delighted to be a Country Partner for ‘The Seeds 
of the Future 2018’ AgTech Immersion Program & Conference.

Agritech New Zealand is an association of organizations and individuals 
that have come together to lead a program of work, taking a pivotal role 
in growing our country’s capability to maximize the opportunities enabled 
by agritech. Agritech New Zealand’s vision is for New Zealand to become a 
global leader in science, technology, and innovation, delivering commercial 
outcomes for the global primary sector.

As part of that global commitment, this is the third year that New Zealand 
has brought a significant delegation of our country’s agritech thought 
leaders, entrepreneurs, and investors to Silicon Valley, to meet and engage 
with agritech delegates from around the world. We are delighted to be 
working with New Zealand government’s major innovation agencies, 
Callaghan Innovation & New Zealand Trade & Enterprise, to support this 
program.

In this booklet, you will find information about each of the companies 
represented on our delegation. They are keen to meet and engage with 
you so that once this week’s program is complete, they can continue to 
have an ongoing conversation on potential collaboration and partnership 
opportunities. Feeding the world’s growing population with nutritious food 
in a sustainable way is a constant challenge we all face. The New Zealand 
delegation is committed to supporting this mission and our presence in 
Silicon Valley this week is a testament to that commitment.

We hope that everyone attending this year’s ‘Seeds of the Future’ program 
has a most productive week. The New Zealand delegation is delighted to 
be sharing it with you.

Cheers and kia kaha,

Peter Wren-Hilton

Executive Director, AgritechNZ
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AGRISMART™

AgriSmart™ has developed web-based 
Timesheets, Payroll, Rosters, Tasks, Health and 
Safety, and Cashflow Forecasting software, 
especially for dairy farmers. AgriSmart™ provides 
the right tools to ensure employees are paid 
correctly and everyone on the farm is safe while 
helping farmers achieve their financial goals by 
easily comparing actual against budget. Also, 
AgriSmart™ has a feature that can import end of 
year financial statements of any farming type,  
in CSV format from all accounting systems and 
subsequently format them in any bank’s format 
for further analysis. This results in not only 
significant time savings, but also higher accuracy 
of data input.

NAME 
Imran Raza

POSITION 
Founder and CEO

LOCATION 
Hamilton, NZ 

CONTACT
imran.raza@agrismart.co.nz

www.agrismart.co.nz 

AGBOX

AgBox - providing solutions for tomorrow’s 
farming challenges, today. 

Everything starts with a map. AgBox is a digital 
toolbox that combines your farm’s data, with the 
world’s best spatial technology to help you make 
important decisions that will maximize your land’s 
potential.  

Built on the powerful Esri mapping platform, 
AgBox allows users to create, manage and share 
farm or land features easily. The intuitive 
navigation makes recording everyday events such 
as crops, infrastructure, sprays and fertilizer 
applications quick and easy. The sharing 
functionality gives customers full control over 
who they share data with and what they can see.  

AgBox works with farmers and growers to 
improve profitability, productivity, and 
sustainability.  

NAME 
Matt Flowerday

POSITION 
Managing Director

LOCATION 
Tauranga, NZ 

CONTACT
contact@agbox.me 

www.agbox.me 

mailto:Imran@cooperaitken.co.nz
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AUTOGROW

Autogrow leverages the power of technology, 
data science and plant biology to provide indoor 
growers affordable, accessible and easy-to-use 
innovation – 24/7, anywhere in the world.  

Our hardware, software and data automation 
solutions support growers and resellers in over 
40 countries producing over 100 different crop 
types. 

With offices in the U.S. and New Zealand, we have 
a depth of experience and passionate, fun people 
creating original ideas and making them a reality 
for our growers. 

NAME 
Darryn Keiller

POSITION 
CEO

LOCATION 
Auckland, NZ 

CONTACT
darryn@autogrow.com

www.autogrow.com  

FIGURED

Figured is a platform which provides accountants, 
farm advisors, farmers and agri banks (the Farming 
Team) a single source of truth for making financial 
decisions. It uses cloud technology alongside Xero, to 
provide up-to-date financial information, reports, and 
analysis. We are a disruptive and ambitious 
international software company that believes we can 
change agriculture for the better.   

Global market trends including the growth of on-farm 
technology, open banking, the rapid adoption of 
cloud accounting (led by our partner Xero) as well as 
ever-changing commodity prices, means the agri 
sector is now well placed to embrace a cloud-based 
financial management solution.   

For accountants who are leading change in the 
industry, Figured provides a platform which enables 
real collaboration and supports a meaningful 
relationship between advisor and client. The Figured 
platform provides advisors and clients with real-time 
information which incumbent systems cannot deliver, 
along with powerful on-demand benchmarking and 
scenario analysis tools. 

For Farmers, we provide a platform which connects 
them to their trusted advisors and provides real 
insights into the financial health of the farm while 
making future financial planning simple and efficient.   

We believe that equipping the Farming Team with 
their financial data, and a set of analysis tools is 
critical to farming around the world becoming more 
competitive, more focused on profit, more innovative 
and able to respond to changing times. 

NAME  
Ryan Betka

POSITION  
Senior Vice President 

LOCATION 
Omaha, NE

CONTACT
ryan.betka@figured.com

www.figured.com 
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GILTRAP ENGINEERING LTD 

At Giltrap, we take the knowledge and insights 
that we’ve developed by working alongside 
farmers for more than 150 years and combine it 
with our engineering know-how to develop 
outstanding machinery for planting seeds, 
feeding animals and spreading fertiliser.

We focus every day on the changing needs of 
farmers and growers, and tailor agricultural 
equipment solutions to deliver innovative and 
durable machinery, capable of keeping pace with 
modern agribusiness.

Every step along the value chain from our 
factories to the farm are carefully scrutinized, so 
that we’re able to produce world-class machinery 
designed to eliminate wastage of time and 
materials through reliability and precise control 
systems.

Our team of 110 people are spread across 3 
locations in New Zealand and Australia, with 
highly skilled engineers, designers, fabricators, 
technical and sales support staff.

We are market leaders in our product categories 
in Australasia and South East Asia, specializing in 
GPS managed fertiliser and compost spreading 
equipment, bale and forage handling machinery 
for animal feeding, and pasture renovation seed 
drills up to 20 feet wide with mechanical or 
electric drive and GPS management.

NAME  
Craig Mulgrew

POSITION  
Managing Director

LOCATION 
Otorohanga, NZ

CONTACT
craig@giltrapag.co.nz

www.giltrapag.co.nz 

HOP REVOLUTION LIMITED

Hop Revolution plans to bring new direct-to-
market customer-focused direction to the hop 
growing in New Zealand by providing much 
greater quantities of premium hops to leading 
craft breweries so that they can build famous 
craft beers based on unique New Zealand flavors.

New Zealand is uniquely positioned to be the 
Hop Garden for the Craft Brewing World due to 
its ideal climate, ability to grow hops spray-free, 
unique varieties that give rise to unique flavors 
that give rise to unique craft beers.  Hop 
Revolution is investing in land and growers to 
produce the best quality New Zealand aroma 
hops, they plan to work directly with craft 
breweries that want to create their own 
sustainable brand of uniqueness. 

By implementing cutting-edge on-farm practices 
established in other Horticultural crops linked to 
industry leading Postharvest technologies, the 
hops produced will be world class. Brewers will 
collaborate with growers to ensure the flavor 
profiles they are searching for in hops will be 
produced. 

With a strong in-house Research and 
Development focus, Hop Revolution also plans to 
initiate a breeding programme that will give rise 
to proprietary hop varieties to continue staying 
relevant in years to come. 

NAME 
Dr. Susan Wheeler 

POSITION 
Founder, Head of Research 

and Strategy

LOCATION 
Auckland, NZ 

CONTACT
susan@hoprevolution.co.nz 

www.hoprevolution.co.nz 
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JENKINS FRESHPAC 
SYSTEMS LIMITED

The New Zealand horticulture industry is in a 
strong growth phase and possesses unique 
attributes to allow its produce to command a 
premium position on the global stage. Jenkins 
Freshpac Systems is a 100% horticulture-centric 
full service provider delivering innovative 
end-to-end packaging and automation solutions 
for New Zealand’s fresh produce industry. 

With New Zealand’s only truly national service 
and sales team and being active in nearly every 
major produce packing facility in the country, 135 
year old Jenkins Freshpac is a logical partner for 
distribution and support of technologies for the 
post-harvest industry and specialise in the 
commercialisation of new and disruptive 
technologies. 

Jenkins Freshpac Systems is dedicated to making 
New Zealand’s unique produce fly off shelves all 
over the world. 

NAME 
Jamie Lunam 

POSITION 
General Manager

LOCATION 
Tauranga, NZ 

CONTACT
jamie.lunam@jenkinsfps.co.nz 

www.jenkinsfps.co.nz 

MIRO TRADING 
LIMITED PARTNERSHIP

Miro means berry in Māori. Miro Limited 
Partnership (Miro) is a fully integrated, Māori 
owned and operated berryfruit export company. 
It was created to provide economic 
transformation for Māori landowners, investors 
and Māori people across New Zealand rural 
communities through high-value horticulture. 

To achieve this, Miro will build an end-to-end 
value chain where Māori will own the intellectual 
property around large-scale berry production – 
from genetics to growing, processing, packaging, 
product development, export, brand 
development and marketing.  Over 500 hectares 
of berryfruit will be planted in a high-tech 
protected cropping system (grown under 
poly-tunnels, in pots and substrate, with highly 
controlled nutrient and irrigation). 

By 2027 this will generate 100+ skilled 
horticultural managers, 5,000+ jobs, over 
$240 million per year of income to local growers 
and over $220 million per year of exports for New 
Zealand. At the heart of value creation in high-
value horticulture is owning the intellectual 
property (proprietary varieties). 

Miro will commercialize high-value berry varieties, 
with an initial focus on blueberries, through a 
50:50 joint venture breeding program with Plant 
and Food Research (PFR). This will allow the 
creation of authentic global brands underpinned 
by traditional Māori values.  

NAME  
Liz Te Amo

POSITION  
Business Development Manager

LOCATION 
Tauranga. NZ

CONTACT
liz.teamo@mirolp.co.nz 



1312

NEXT FARM 

Water is a resource of ever increasing scarcity and concern and on top of this, farmers 
are tasked with the responsibility of feeding the world’s ever-growing population. From 
our on-farm frustrations we knew there had to be a better way to get the exact amount 
of water to the exact location, exactly when we needed it.

At Next Farm we employ a variety of on farm sensors to enable autonomous and 
environmentally responsive irrigation scheduling. Our Remote Irrigation Mesh (RIM) 
controllers provide control down to individual sprinklers, offering unprecedented 
granularity in data collection and precision water control. 

Working with farmers, irrigation installers, and electronics experts in New Zealand 
means Next Farm offers practical, farm-specific, solutions for improving irrigation. Our 
cloud-based system and field-tested hardware provides a reliable solution for farmers 
to maximize their yields while minimizing both their labor and water inputs – for 
optimal efficiency. Our goal is not only to ensure that there is sufficient water left for 
the generations to come but also to enable farms to thrive; and it all starts right now, 
by applying the right amount of water every time.

NAME  
Sammi Stewart

POSITION  
Brand Manager

LOCATION 
Dunedin, NZ

CONTACT
sstewart@nextfarmltd.com
www.next-farm.co.nz

NAME 
Aaron Furrer

POSITION 
Technical Manager

LOCATION 
Dunedin, NZ 

CONTACT
afurrer@nextfarmltd.com
www.next-farm.co.nz

PAYSAUCE

PaySauce is revolutionizing the way primary sector 
businesses pay their staff. Business owners don’t 
choose farming or horticulture because they love 
paperwork. With PaySauce’s smart apps for web, 
iOS, and Android, employers can collect 
timesheets and production info seamlessly, ready 
for online payroll calculation with automated 
banking and tax filing. Less time on compliance 
means more time focusing on the business. 

The PaySauce team has forged strong 
relationships in the farming and horticultural 
sectors, including a strategic partnership with 
Federated Farmers, New Zealand’s largest farming 
advocacy group. These relationships are critical to 
our deep understanding of industry-specific issues, 
which has helped establish a strong customer base 
in New Zealand. Interestingly, many of the same 
payroll issues affect primary industry businesses 
across the globe. PaySauce plans to take its 
customer-first approach to payroll software to 
international markets. 

From a technical perspective, PaySauce is 
well-placed for continued innovation and 
international expansion. PaySauce was born in the 
Cloud 2.0 environment, allowing rapid product 
development, testing, and deployment with a 
strong mobile focus. PaySauce is already the only 
payroll platform globally that allows complete 
payroll preparation, including tax filing, from a 
mobile device. PaySauce plans to expand its 
service offerings to cater to a broader range of 
people management needs, including digital 
contracts, rostering, and basic task management. 

NAME
Asantha Wijeyeratne

POSITION 
CEO

LOCATION 
Wellington, NZ

CONTACT
asantha@paysauce.com

www.paysauce.com
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ROBOTICS PLUS LIMITED

Robotics Plus Limited (RPL) was created with a 
simple goal in mind – to unlock new levels of 
productivity in some of the world’s most labor-
intensive food and fiber value chains. Since 2013, 
Robotics Plus have developed world-leading 
mechanization, automation, machine vision, 
robotics and sensor technologies to address 
global challenges.  

Robotics Plus recognize that their ability to deeply 
understand these complex value chains is critical 
to their success. That’s why they partner with 
other high-performing businesses and institutions 
who also excel in their respective fields to develop 
systems together that work both technically and 
commercially.  

Driven by a desire to look after growers and 
informed by deep customer insights, Robotics Plus 
develops and commercializes technology with a 
focus on automated systems for variable 
environments.    

Over the past three years of intensive 
development, they’ve built an IP portfolio that 
creates the opportunity to radically transform food 
and fiber value chains. This technology is already 
making waves in New Zealand agriculture and is 
now expanding into global markets and other 
sectors. 

NAME  
Steve Saunders

POSITION  
Director

LOCATION 
Tauranga, NZ

CONTACT
info@roboticsplus.co.nz

roboticsplus.co.nz 

SEEKA

Seeka grow, pack and export high quality 
produce to markets around the world. An 
international business based in NZ focused on 
orchard-to-market excellence.   

With over 30 years’ experience in growing 
kiwifruit, they apply their orchard, processing, 
and logistics expertise to an expanding range of 
fresh produce to deliver natural foods packed 
with goodness.     

Seeka grows nearly 1,000 hectares of kiwifruit 
and avocado in New Zealand and is the country’s 
largest kiwifruit grower.  Their 500 hectares of 
Australian orchards are located in the country’s 
fruit bowl, Shepparton, Victoria.

Seeka’s professional grower services deliver a 
seamless harvest with proven results. They are 
involved in every step of the supply chain to 
produce great tasting fruit with excellent storage 
properties, which they provide to wholesalers 
and retailers throughout the year. Seeka 
marketing and retail programmes are designed 
to create strong consumer demand in both 
international and domestic markets. 

From local growers to international consumers, 
Seeka stand behind their products and services; 
they dare to be different and think of new ways 
to deliver on their brand promise of quality.  

NAME
Ryan Donovan

POSITION 
Orchard Technical Innovation Manager

LOCATION 
Tauranga, NZ

CONTACT
ryan.donovan@seeka.co.nz

seeka.co.nz



TRACMAP

If you are a large scale producer of wine, or 
almonds, or berries, or apples, or any other 
high-value food crop, almost certainly there will 
be errors associated with your tractor spraying 
operations. It is a consequence of scale and 
having staff who are not as fully engaged as you 
would like. 

These errors will be increasing your operational 
costs, your supply risks, and most importantly, 
your crop yield and value. TracMap can solve that 
problem and guarantee improved bottom line 
profit. 

Tracmap achieves this by having the only GPS 
system in the world specifically designed to suit 
the unique operational problems associated with 
growing permanent crops. 

The TracMap system gets all tractors doing what 
you expect and require, with no errors, and 
automatically captures back the results for your 
recording systems. 

NAME  
Colin Brown

POSITION  
President 

LOCATION 
Salinas, CA

CONTACT
colin.brown@tracmap.com

www.tracmap.com
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THELNING DESIGN 
INNOVATION

Thelning Design Innovation (TDI) is a team of 
highly skilled engineers who specialize in machine 
design and automation. Their engineers have 
decades of experience developing products and 
equipment in a range of industries for customers 
such as Electrolux, Bosch, Halliburton, Lotus, Aston 
Martin and Hamilton Jet. TDI is now focusing their 
attention on applying these skills in the developing 
industry of agriculture. 

TDI has a demonstrated history of overcoming 
complex problems that other engineers have been 
unable to surmount. Recently TDI developed an 
automated wire weaving machine which 
manufactures marine brass wire mesh with a high 
strength double knuckled edge – giving their 
customer a clear competitive advantage over the 
rest of the industry which can only produce single 
knuckle mesh. 

TDI value collaboration and work closely with 
industry experts to clearly understand the technical 
challenges they face to select the most appropriate 
solutions. Their most recent example of working 
closely with industry was the design of a one-pass 
fertilizer, band tillage and seeder machine for New 
Zealand company Precision Cultivation. 

TDI’s ambition is to innovate within the Agri-Tech 
sector as they automate existing horticultural 
processes. TDI and their technical partners bring 
the latest technology and design methods to 
provide solutions that will improve growers’ 
productivity and profitability. 

NAME 
Nelson Thelning

POSITION 
Director/Owner

LOCATION 
Christchurch, NZ 

CONTACT
nelson@thelning.co.nz

www.thelning.co.nz



ZESPRI

Zespri manages kiwifruit innovation, supply 
management, distribution management and 
marketing of Zespri Green, Zespri SunGold, Zespri 
Organic, Zespri Gold and Zespri Sweet Green 
kiwifruit. Zespri’s key markets are Japan, China, and 
Europe, with Taiwan and South Korea being smaller 
but significant markets. Zespri is presently working 
to develop its market share in South East Asia, 
Latin America, North America, India and the Middle 
East. 

Zespri is the world’s largest international marketer 
of kiwifruit, selling kiwifruit in over 50 countries and 
managing over 30 percent of the globally traded 
(exported) volume. In 2017/18 Zespri sold 138.6 
million Trays of kiwifruit, equivalent to around 
500,000 tonnes. 

Zespri operates an integrated export and marketing 
system, comprising long-term partnerships 
between growers, post-harvest operators, port and 
shipping companies, distributors, wholesalers and 
retailers, all focused on delivering kiwifruit to 
consumers in over 50 countries. 

 Zespri’s aspirational goal is to achieve $4.5 billion 
in global kiwifruit sales revenue by 2025. At a high 
level, Zespri’s strategy to achieve this growth can 
be summarized through three pillars: “increase 
demand,” “fulfill demand” and “innovate.” 

NAME 
David Armour

POSITION 
Director/Innovation lead    

Data Driven Hort

LOCATION 
Tauranga, NZ 

CONTACT
david.armour@zespri.com

www.zespri.com

TRIMAX MOWING 
SYSTEMS

Trimax Mowing Systems are passionate about 
transforming green spaces and solving problems for 
their customers by creating innovative mowing 
solutions. Trimax design and manufacture wide area 
mowing equipment used for horticulture, sod farms 
(agriculture), golf courses, sports fields and municipal 
applications. Trimax has been making mowers for 37 
years, and the company was born out of the boom of 
the Horticulture Industry in New Zealand during the 
1980’s. Trimas is now a global business with 
distribution based in USA, New Zealand, Australia, 
and the UK, as well as an extensive worldwide dealer 
network and customer base. 

Trimax excels in their connection to the market, low 
total-cost-of-ownership, product reliability and even 
dispersion of grass clippings. The outstanding cut 
quality of their grass and clipping dispersion has 
meant Trimax mowers are used in some amazing 
locations such as PGA Tour Golf Courses, Royal 
Estates, and Professional Football Grounds. The 
Trimax in-house and customer validation testing 
means their mowers meet the demands of 
commercial mowing applications. As a result, they 
have a strong brand and community following 
globally. 

Trimax believe in fostering a culture of innovation and 
collaboration and it is their customer-centric focus 
which has been key to their ongoing global success 
as world leaders in fine turf commercial mowing 
equipment. Trimax are excited about the 
opportunities that emerging technologies will bring 
and how they will help us add value to our customers. 

 

NAME 
Jason Low

POSITION 
Director/Head of Design & 

Innovation

LOCATION 
Tauranga, NZ 

CONTACT
jason.low@trimaxmowers.com

www.trimaxmowers.com
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KEY STATS

New Zealand’s 
populations of 
4 million feeds 
40 million 
people in 200 
countries

Pioneers of 
the world’s 
first electric 
fence, electric 
farm bike and 
digital milk 
meter

95% of New 
Zealand’s 
agricultural 
production is 
exported

New Zealand’s 
horticultural 
produce is 
exported to 
128 countries 
around the 
world

Total 
investment in 
New Zealand’s 
horticultural 
sector is 
estimated to 
be in excess 
of NZ$52b 

New Zealand 
agritech 
exports are 
worth 
NZ$1.2B 
annually
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AGMARDT

New Zealand has a richness of wide open spaces, 
world renown food producers and talented 
innovators and problem solvers that create and 
maintain our relevance on the international stage.

With a vision of “enabling transformation 
innovation”, AGMARDT invests millions each year 
aimed at exploring market opportunities, seed 
funding innovative ideas and developing future 
leaders to shape the future of New Zealand 
agribusiness on the world stage.

As an independent charitable Trust, AGMARDT has a 
proven track record of making targeted investments 
that make a positive contribution to the agricultural, 
horticultural and forestry sectors by: 

• Supporting business and industry groups to gain a 
deeper understanding of their markets and identify 
and exploit potential opportunities, 

• Encouraging and supporting industry sectors and 
businesses to develop and implement innovative 
solutions to assist with transformational change 
within agribusiness value chains

• Building research capabilities within New Zealand 
science community in new and expanding areas of 
research

• Supporting initiatives that develop future leaders 
and improve the leadership and governance skills of 
individuals involved in agribusiness

AGMARDT, an enabler and future shaper.

NAME  
Malcolm Nitschke

POSITION  
General Manager

LOCATION 
Feilding, NZ

CONTACT
malcolm@agmardt.org.nz

www.agmardt.org.nz

AGRESEARCH

AgResearch uses the ingenuity inherent in New Zealand culture to develop solutions for 
New Zealand’s pastoral sector. AgResearch works with a wide range of domestic and 
international partners in science, education, and agri-business to deliver the well-
rounded, authoritative research that supports and helps shape New Zealand’s unique 
exports to the world.  

AgResearch have over 260 collaborations with research providers and end-users across 
57 countries. Together they develop

• Biosecurity, land, soil and freshwater management systems

• Climate change adaption and mitigation

• High-value Food and Bio-based products

AgResearch’s understanding of plant and endophyte technologies, such as 
metabolomics and epigenetics, leads the supply chain and supports the development 
of a new generation of livestock and plant-derived products. Their subsidiary Grasslanz 
Technology takes these technologies to an international market.

NAME  
David Wheeler

POSITION  
Senior Scientist, Farm Systems & 
Environment

LOCATION 
Christchurch, NZ

CONTACT
david.wheeler@agresearch.co.nz
www.agresearch.co.nz

NAME 
Alex McGrath

POSITION 
Account Manager, Partnerships & 
Programmes

LOCATION 
Christchurch, NZ 

CONTACT
alex.mcgrath@agresearch.co.nz 
www.agresearch.co.nz
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AGRITECH

Launched in 2018, Agritech New Zealand is a purpose driven, membership funded 
organization whose members share a passion for the opportunities that agritech can 
generate.

Agritech New Zealand connects innovators, investors, regulators, researchers and 
interested public.  It promotes opportunities and challenges raised by agritech.  Agritech 
New Zealand advances the country’s extensive agritech ecosystem through advocacy, 
collaboration, innovation, talent and economic growth through international connections 
and missions.  

Agritech New Zealand is actively engaging with global venture and major international 
agribusinesses for the purpose of scaling our sector. This is designed to enable New 
Zealand farms to increase production in more sustainably ways. It is also designed to 
encourage export sales of New Zealand agritech products and services to help feed the 
world.

BLINC INNOVATION

Being on the edge of the world, innovating and 
connecting globally has been the life force of 
New Zealand’s agribusiness sector.  Blinc 
harnesses the power of people, knowledge, and 
organizations across agribusiness to innovate and 
create in harmony with nature and develop 
sustainable solutions that leave our planet in a 
better place tomorrow by focusing on what’s 
next. Blinc are connectors, working within the 
agri ecosystem to facilitate connections between 
people, knowledge, ideas, and resources and 
enable collaborations that land innovation 
outcomes.  

Blinc is based in Lincoln, the heart of New 
Zealand’s agribusiness innovation in a critical 
food basket and heritage catchment, the 
Canterbury Plains.  They are the connector in an 
agrifood science and technology innovation hub 
providing a gateway to the knowledge and 
experience in one of the highest concentrations 
of land-based scientists with a world-class 
specialist land-based University and tech city in 
the southern hemisphere.    

Blinc inspire new ideas through successful events 
and summits, programs and workshops and 
create connections between business, 
entrepreneurs, technologists, students, investors, 
science, and academia – in Canterbury, 
throughout New Zealand, and to the world. 

Blinc are passionate facilitators and connectors 
working alongside you to connect thinking across 
the industry and beyond to land outcomes for 
tomorrow’s world.  

NAME  
Toni Laming

POSITION  
CEO

LOCATION 
Lincoln, NZ

CONTACT
toni.laming@blincinnnovation.com 

www.blincinnovation.com

NAME  
Jacqui Wren-Hilton

POSITION  
Projects Director

LOCATION 
Auckland, NZ

CONTACT
jacqui.wren-hilton@agritechnz.org.nz
www.agritechnz.org.nz 

NAME 
Peter Wren-Hilton

POSITION 
Executive Director

LOCATION 
Auckland, NZ 

CONTACT
peter.wren-hilton@agritechnz.org.nz
www.agritechnz.org.nz 



2726

CALLAGHAN INNOVATION

Callaghan Innovation is New Zealand’s 
innovation agency. It activates innovation and 
helps businesses grow faster for a better 
New Zealand. As a government agency, we 
partner with ambitious businesses of all sizes, 
delivering a range of innovation and research 
and development (R&D) services to suit each 
stage of their growth. Our staff – including 
more than 200 of New Zealand’s leading 
scientists and engineers – empower 
innovators by connecting people, 
opportunities and networks, and providing 
tailored technical solutions, skills and 
capability development programmes, and 
grants co-funding.

Callaghan Innovation also enhances the 
operation of New Zealand’s innovation 
ecosystem, working closely with other 
government agencies, Crown Research 
Institutes, and other organisations like 
Agritech NZ, we help increase business 
investment in R&D and innovation. Bringing 
the NZ delegation to the US, we are helping 
our companies connect to International 
opportunities, knowledge and knowhow so 
they can scale their businesses faster. We are 
also looking to connect with other potential 
partners who we can connect our NZ 
companies to, or who are interested in 
connecting into the NZ Agritech eco-system. 

NAME 
Nicky Molloy

POSITION 
Business Innvation Manager

LOCATION 
Auckland, NZ 

CONTACT
nicky.molloy@callaghaninnovation.govt.nz 

www.callaghaninnovation.govt.nz

LINCOLN UNIVERSITY

Technology is changing the way that land-based 
economies progress and Lincoln University is an 
important gateway to New Zealand’s research in 
optimizing the value of primary sector production 
alongside improved environmental outcomes. 

Lincoln University is using their specialist strengths 
in land, food, and ecosystems, and leveraging the 
scientific strengths of their research partners to 
provide real-world solutions to the present and 
future challenges in this domain. 

Over 135 years, Lincoln University has established 
a vibrant and strong understanding of the land 
they are connected to, the industries they serve, 
and the communities they support. And not just 
for today. Lincoln University is focused on the 
strategic challenges of the future, preparing our 
students, focusing our research, and supporting 
land-based businesses to live and work 
successfully in the world of tomorrow. 

Their place in New Zealand presents unique 
opportunities for insight into the potential benefits 
of new farming technologies. Lincoln University 
provide an environment where central and local 
government regulation intersects with research 
providers, technology companies, community and 
iwi interests, good industry bodies and early 
adopter farmers, all in close proximity.   

NAME  
Kevin Hurren

POSITION  
Director, Research  

Management Office

LOCATION 
Christchurch, NZ

CONTACT
kevin.hurren@lincoln.ac.nz 

 www.lincoln.ac.nz
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NZTECH

Agritech New Zealand is an association of 
organizations and individuals that have come 
together to lead a programme of work, taking a 
pivotal role in growing New Zealand’s capability 
to maximize the opportunities enabled by 
agritech.  Agritech New Zealand’s vision is for 
New Zealand to become a global leader in 
science, technology, and innovation, delivering 
commercial outcomes for the global primary 
sector. 

AgriTech New Zealand is a founding member of 
the New Zealand Tech Alliance which is led by 
NZTech, a not-for-profit, non-governmental 
organization (NGO) that brings together 
organizations from across the broad and diverse 
New Zealand tech ecosystem to help make New 
Zealand more prosperous underpinned by 
technology. 

NZTech represents a collective of 20 technology 
focused associations that represent more than 
800 organizations across the New Zealand tech 
ecosystem who employ almost 10% of the New 
Zealand workforce. 

NAME 
Graeme Muller

POSITION 
Chief Executive Officer

LOCATION 
Auckland, NZ 

CONTACT
graeme.muller@nztech.org.nz

nztech.org.nz

New Zealand Trade and Enterprise (NZTE) is the 
Government’s international business development 
agency. Our purpose is to grow companies 
internationally – bigger, better, faster – for the 
benefit of New Zealand.

We work to increase New Zealand companies’ 
international success by helping them boost their 
global reach and build capability. We use our 
connections and government influence on behalf 
of businesses, and apply local knowledge – from 
the NZTE team and a network of private sector 
experts – to help them enter and grow in 
international markets.

We also link businesses with services designed  
to improve efficiency and operations, spark 
innovation, refine strategy, enhance leadership, 
and access capital – building the capability they 
need to be successful. More successful 
international businesses will grow our economy  
to benefit all New Zealanders, by providing jobs 
and raising our standard of living.

NZTE currently works with around 4,000 
New Zealand businesses, and focuses intensively 
on around 700 of these customers.

NAME 
Rochelle Gainer

POSITION 
Head of Agribusiness 

LOCATION 
San Francisco, CA 

CONTACT
rochelle.gainer@nzte.govt.nz 

www.newzealand.com/business

NEW ZEALAND 
TRADE AND ENTERPRISE
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The NZVIF was established by the New Zealand 
government in 2002 to build a vibrant early stage 
investment market in New Zealand. NZVIF has 
$245 million of funds under management which 
is invested through two vehicles; the $195 million 
Venture Capital Fund of funds and the $50 
million Seed Co-investment Fund. All their 
investments are made either through privately 
managed venture capital funds or alongside 
experienced angel investors, who we partner with 
to invest in New Zealand-originated, high-growth 
potential companies.  

The Seed Co-investment Fund (SCIF) is part of 
the angel sector, having been established in 2006 
to accelerate the sector’s development. SCIF is 
co-investing into young technology companies 
alongside selected angel groups as well as 
private sector capital. With NZVIF’s money being 
added into the mix, it enables angel investors to 
spread their own investment dollars more widely 
and into more companies.  

NAME 
Bridget Unsworth

POSITION 
Dairy Investment Director  
Seed Co-Investment Fund

LOCATION 
Auckland, NZ 

CONTACT
 bridget.unsworth@nzvif.co.nz

www.nzvif.co.nz

NZVIF

Plant and Food Research (PFR) is a horticulture 
and seafood research company dedicated to 
providing innovative R&D and commercial solutions 
to the New Zealand agricultural and food industries, 
international clients, and developing communities 
worldwide.

PFR is a hub for next-generation agri-food systems, 
with biology-based skills and resources able to 
create and translate digital technology into tools 
and analytics for premium plant and marine-based 
food production and global supply.

PFR technologies span the value chain from 
breeding to the development of new food 
processing and delivery systems:

* breeding elite cultivars with novel traits with 
molecular techniques and bioinformatics science

* designing sustainable production and postharvest 
systems to increase yields and decrease inputs

* creating environmentally sustainable tools for pest 
and disease detection and control for the field, 
packhouse, storage, and transport

* developing new plant-based functional foods and 
processing techniques that meet commercial client 
requirements and consumer preferences

* developing safe wild-catch methods and 
packaging for seafood, and seafood-based 
nutritional products and industrial biomaterials

NAME 
Michele Barefoot

POSITION 
Agriculture Sr VP, Americas    

Business Development

LOCATION 
Davis, CA 

CONTACT
michele.barefoot@plantandfood.co.nz 

www.plantandfood.co.nz

PLANT AND FOOD 
RESEARCH
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SPROUT

Sprout is an agritech business growth accelerator 
focused on solving the most significant 
challenges to company growth, distribution, and 
high margin monetization. Sprout backs bold 
agritech businesses and entrepreneurs who 
MOVE FAST, THINK BIG and are committed to 
building solutions for problems that reach from 
farm to fork.  Each year Sprout selects up to 12 
companies to participate in the accelerator.  The 
accelerator is five months in length, with its 
elements designed from studying the journeys of 
successful agritech start-up’s and taking the key 
learnings from inventors, entrepreneurs, investors 
and employees in these start-ups, to develop a 
world-leading accelerator in the agritech sector. 

NAME  
Stephen McPhail

POSITION  
Lead Advisor - Investment 

LOCATION 
Palmerston North, NZ

CONTACT
stephen@thebcc.co.nz

www.sproutagritech.com

NOTES
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