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FOREWORD
Kia ora!
Callaghan Innovation is delighted to welcome you all to evokeAG, a new agrifood
international technology event bringing together agritech innovators, farmers, startups, investors, experts and governments, to share and explore new directions for the
next generation of food and farming.
Callaghan Innovation is proud to lead this delegation — the biggest-ever group
of agritech New Zealand innovators, investors and connectors heading overseas
together. We are delighted to be working with our partners on this vitally important
mission: Agritech New Zealand, and NZ Inc partner agencies New Zealand Trade and
Enterprise (NZTE) and the Ministry for Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE).
It’s a privilege to bring to evokeAG more than 40 of Aotearoa’s most innovative and
dynamic agritech businesses, with the aim of validating our products and strategies in
the market; connecting with potential partners; and enabling us and them to better
understand, and therefore unlock, our wonderful capabilities.
As you will read from the company biographies in this handbook, many New Zealand
agritech businesses are carrying out innovative work to meet the challenges of
sustainably and ethically feeding a growing world population. That’s a testament to
New Zealand’s unique approach when it comes to solving global agriculture problems
— our kaitiaki (guardianship of environment), connection to farmers and growers, our
culture of ingenuity, and our reputation as a nation and people of great integrity.
evokeAG presents an exciting opportunity for New Zealand organisations and
businesses to access the Australian market, from the point of view of both export
sales and potential technology and investment partnerships. There’s also a deeper
opportunity for collaboration: Aotearoa and Australia combined create a strong value
proposition in terms of working with international partners across the globe.
Our mission will provide a ‘connection’ service for delegates into the Australian
market, enabling them to grow and accelerate their success. It will build and raise the
profile of Callaghan Innovation, our supporting partners and Agritech New Zealand,
and showcase the crucial role they play in supporting Aotearoa’s agritech industry.
We hope that everyone attending evokeAG will have an enjoyable and productive
time, laying the groundwork and sowing the seeds for a dynamic expansion of
New Zealand’s agritech industry over the coming decades.

Ngā mihi,
Vic Crone
Chief Executive, Callaghan Innovation
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AgResearch Ltd

Agrigate Solutions LP

Name
Mark Shepherd

Name
Emma Parsons

Position
Principal Scientist, Farm Systems and
Environment Group

Position
CEO

Manager of AgResearch Research Programme
‘New Zealand Bio-Economy in the Digital Age’

Location
Auckland, New Zealand

Location
Hamilton, New Zealand

Contact
Emma.parsons@agrigate.co.nz
www.agrigate.co.nz

Contact
mark.shepherd@agresearch.co.nz
www.agresearch.co.nz

AgResearch is a New Zealand Crown
Research Institute playing a key role
in delivering new knowledge and
technologies to support the bio-economy.
AgResearch aims to create smart,
sustainable farming systems and the
most sought-after food and bio-products.
They are linked because only the right
systems will lead to the creation of quality
agri-based products, and consumers are
demanding their products come without
an environmental cost.
AgResearch’s new programme ‘NZ bioeconomy in the digital age’ is focusing on
developing a vision to harness the power
of digital technologies in order to transform
New Zealand agriculture. AgResearch is
looking for partners and collaborators to
help realise this vision, particularly around:
•
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New options and a re-imagining of
existing systems to deliver multiple

outcomes, combined with credible
transition pathways
•

Cross-sectoral collaboration and
the entry of new players to relevant
agricultural innovation systems to
provide the necessary breadth of
knowledge and expertise

•

Building adaptive capacity within the
sector to provide agility; the ability
to respond and adapt quickly; make
confident decisions; monitor in real
time; reflect, evaluate and learn to
correct the path when required.

•

Harnessing big data and digital
technologies to deliver science in
a different way, and to deal with
complexity and improve decisionmaking ability

•

Hyper-transparency to trace attributes
from the soil biome to the human
biome.

Agrigate is a partnership between two New Zealand cooperatives, Fonterra and LIC.
Agrigate’s purpose is to support farmers to be more profitable and sustainable by
integrating data to provide unparalleled performance insights. Agrigate is a
cloud-based data platform, and brings together animal, milk, pasture, nutrient,
financial and people information to provide a performance dashboard to farmers
and their farm teams. Agrigate allows data to be shared simply with anyone who
needs to know.
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AgriSea NZ 2010 Ltd

Agritech New Zealand

Name
Tane Bradley I Clare Bradley

Name
Peter Wren-Hilton I Jacqui Wren-Hilton

Position
Tane Bradley – General Manager

Position
Peter Wren-Hilton – Executive Director

Clare Bradley – Business Development and
Research Manager

Jacqui Wren-Hilton – Projects Director

Location
Paeroa, New Zealand
Contact
info@agrisea.co.nz
www.agrisea.co.nz

Consumers around the world are
demanding that their food is produced
in a sustainable manner; grown with
fewer chemical inputs; are traceable,
ethical and transparent. Combined with
the pressure to feed more mouths, this
is a big ask for any farmer or grower to
deliver and still remain profitable.
Biostimulants are a fast-growing solution
that addresses both economic and
environmental concerns while producing
top-quality, high-value products. AgriSea
New Zealand is an award-winning,
family-owned seaweed company at the
forefront of New Zealand’s biostimulant
industry. It is the biggest investor in
research for the sector and has helped
farmers and growers for over 22 years.
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AgriSea’s biostimulant technology and
advanced fermentation system is unique
and utilises the brown kelp Ecklonia
radiata.
AgriSea has a range of high nutrition
products for the primary sectors including
soil, plant, animal and bee nutrition.
AgriSea products are widely used in
the agriculture (dairy and drystock),
viticulture, horticulture, and apiculture
markets in NZ and to a growing export
clientele. With a clear, long-term R&D
strategy, which includes the whole supply
chain, novel macro algae species and
human nutrition, AgriSea is committed to
providing innovative, proven and effective
seaweed products that add value to
people and the planet.

Location
Auckland, New Zealand
Contact
peter.wren-hilton@agritechnz.org.nz
jacqui.wren-hilton@agritechnz.org.nz
www.agritechnz.org.nz

Launched in May 2018, Agritech New Zealand
is a purpose-driven, membership-funded
organisation whose members share a passion
for the opportunities that agritech can generate.
Its membership includes New Zealand’s major
agribusinesses, emerging and start-up agritech
companies, government agencies, research
institutes & investor networks.
Agritech New Zealand connects innovators,
investors, regulators, researchers and interested
members of the public. Agritech New Zealand
advances the ecosystem through advocacy,
collaboration, innovation, talent, and economic
growth through international connections and
missions. Learn more about its vision by visiting
www.agritechnz.org.nz

New Zealand at evokeAG 2019 – Food Farm Future
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Astrolab Ltd

Auckland UniServices
Limited

Name
Mario Vulinovich

Name
Maria Jose Alvarez

Position
Venture Partner

Position
Commercialisation Analyst

Location
Auckland, New Zealand

Location
Auckland, New Zealand

Contact
mario.vulinovich@astrolab.co.nz
www.astrolab.co.nz

Astrolab is a commercialisation specialist
which targets high-value, deep-tech
New Zealand innovation. Partnership
is at the heart of its commercialisation
programme, working with early-stage
innovators and innovative organisations
to validate and commercialise complex
technologies into sustainable global
businesses.
Astrolab is mandated under the New
Zealand Government’s tech-incubator
programme which, for eligible ventures,
provides a path to match private
investment with government funding
on a 1:3 basis. Astrolab offers a handson ‘managed’ approach typically seen
in more mature businesses. Ventures
are provided access to in-house
professional services including IP and
business strategy, business mentoring,
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product and market validation, market
positioning and growth. All ventures are
set up on a proven deep-tech targeted
commercialisation framework equipping
the venture to turn a concept into an
international product or service.
Astrolab has invested in multiple ventures
with notable successes.
Astrolab works with innovators across a
range of sectors including agritech, ICT,
life science, clean tech, IoT, VR/AR and
care/medical.
Astrolab is always looking for great New
Zealand technology in the agritech space,
and it is open to a range of investment
and technology partnerships. If this is
you, Astrolab would like to hear from you.
Please contact brett.oliver@astrolab.co.nz
or mario.vulinovich@astrolab.co.nz

Contact
Maria.alvarez@auckland.ac.nz
www.uniservices.co.nz

For over 30 years, Auckland UniServices
Limited has worked with researchers at
the University of Auckland to transfer
world-class knowledge and technology
to existing companies and start-ups.
The University of Auckland Inventors’
Fund and associated resources support
the creation of many start-ups, some of
which may be ready for co-investment.
The University of Auckland has a history
of successful cooperation with industry.
Its research teams are well integrated
into domestic and international research
networks, helping them understand the
complex challenges facing the primary
sector.
Current agritech projects at the University
of Auckland are:
•

Programme employing advanced
molecular technologies (genomics,
proteomics and metabolomics)

to understand bovine function to
contribute to the genetic gain of the
national herd.
•

Robotics, mechatronics and
computer vision technologies to
automate pasture measurement. The
research aims to optimise pasture
utilisation and increase productivity.

•

Chemists, biologists and biomedical
experts are undertaking research
into managing health and fertility in
production animals.

•

Identification of ‘natural’ biological
controls and analogues to manage
disease in viticulture, fruit crops,
animal pests and pasture.

•

Animal nutritional studies investigating
efficacy of supplements on a
production animal’s development,
health status and productivity.
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Autogrow Systems Limited
Name
Darryn Keiller
Position
CEO
Location
Auckland, New Zealand
Contact
Darryn.keiller@autogrow.com
www.autogrow.com

Autogrow focuses on creating sustainable
crop production, specifically for
controlled environment agriculture
(CEA). By sustainable, Autogrow means
utilising technology to optimise your
business to focus on yield, quality and
timeliness. It’s about making the grower
profitable and doing it in a way that has
a positive impact on the industry and the
environment.
Autogrow is a leader in the research
of prediction, artificial intelligence,
autonomous farming systems and
machine vision for CEA crop production
– all tools that will have a significant
impact on growers, the technology, the
crops and the entire industry. Autogrow
works with growers of any size and crop
who want to control their hydroponic
set-up or climate, and are looking for
crop data analytics to inform knowledgebased decision-making.
12

Autogrow believes a comprehensive
automation system reduces business risk.
If you measure the dollar value of what
you could lose against the cost of an
automation system that could mitigate
potential losses, then if you haven’t
already implemented a system, it’s time
to have the discussion.

Axia Design Group
Limited
Name
Nick Gledhill
Position
Director
Location
Auckland, New Zealand
Contact
Nick.gledhill@axia.co.nz
www.axia.co.nz

Axia is an R&D commercialisation company founded on the collaborative innovation
of products and processes, and application of new industrial technologies to address
increasing demands of production, efficiency and quality. Based in Hawke’s Bay, the fruit
bowl of New Zealand, Axia has a strong affinity for horticulture and a passion to develop
improved harvest and packing solutions as a way of helping resolve issues associated with
increasing labour shortages.
With a 10-year history of design partnerships across a range of New Zealand and
Australian businesses in primary and manufacturing industries, Axia’s vision has evolved,
applying its expertise in automation, robotics and user-centred design for manufacture,
to the development of a range of industry-changing horticultural tech-products for the
global market. It’s a critical but exciting time for a shift in thinking and processes to
deliver an increasing demand for food crops.

New Zealand at evokeAG 2019 – Food Farm Future
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Biotelliga

Blinc Innovation Ltd

Name
Damien Fleetwood I Lynne Butler

Name
Victoria Stark

Position
Damien Fleetwood – CEO

Position
Marketing & Development Manager

Lynne Butler – Chief Operating Officer
Location
Auckland, New Zealand
Contact
Damien@biotelliga.com I Lynne@biotelliga.com;
www.biotelliga.com

Biotelliga is developing the next generation
of biological crop protection technologies for
farmers. With the world’s population increasing,
more food production is needed. However, the
synthetic chemical pesticides used to control
crop pests and diseases are under pressure to be
removed from the market due to their harmful
effects on natural ecosystems. There is a pressing
need for new sustainable and efficacious crop
protection products.
Fungi are nature’s great plant-interactors,
co-evolving with plants. Biotelliga harnesses the
biology of this understudied group of organisms,
using cutting-edge science and a worldclass team to develop best-in-class biological
pesticides with a game-changing product pipeline
of sprayable and seed-integrated protective
technologies. Biotelliga has gained significant
traction and now, with increasing momentum,
it is looking for investment partners to join it in
scaling the company and taking its technologies
to the global market.
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Location
Lincoln, New Zealand
Contact
victoria.stark@blincinnovation.com
www.blincinnovation.com

Blinc Innovation’s purpose is to
stimulate and speed up innovation
in the agribusiness industry. Through
innovating with nature, Blinc Innovation
seeks to create future farming systems,
food and agritech solutions in New
Zealand and help New Zealand compete
internationally. Blinc Innovation focuses
on what’s next and the big challenges
and opportunities presented by a growing
global population, pressure on resources
and changing consumer preferences.

Blinc Innovation is an independent
organisation, focused on the best
outcomes for agriculture.
Blinc Innovation is located in Lincoln,
Canterbury, an area which boasts the
highest concentration of land-based
scientists and researchers in the southern
hemisphere. Blinc Innovation is situated
in the middle of a large food basket
critical for New Zealand and Asia, and
near Christchurch, a city famous for
technological innovation.

Blinc Innovation believes innovation
flourishes when we share knowledge
and experience. To support that,
Blinc Innovation facilitates connected
collaboration, acting as a front door
for industry to connect with science,
technology and New Zealand’s
innovation ecosystem across the agrifood
and tech industries.

New Zealand at evokeAG 2019 – Food Farm Future
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Bluelab Corporation

Callaghan Innovation

Name
Greg Jarvis I Jono Jones

Name
Simon Yarrow

Position
Greg Jarvis – CEO
Jono Jones – Head of Innovation & Strategy
Location
Tauranga, New Zealand

Location
Auckland, New Zealand

Contact
greg@bluelab.com I jono@bluelab.com
www.bluelab.com

Contact
Simon.Yarrow@callaghaninnovation.govt.nz
www.callaghaninnovation.govt.nz

The world and farming are changing: growing
seasons and conditions are unpredictable; the
consumer is making ethical buying decisions
around pesticide use, sustainability and ecological
impact; growing centres are shifting from rural
to urban centres to reduce food miles; and
technology is optimising plant health and yield
while reducing inputs. Crops are moving into
greenhouses or indoors.
However, commercial controlled-environment
agriculture is tough and complex. The investment
is high, the knowledge gap wide, and markets
competitive. Bluelab focuses on accessible
technology to equip growers to pioneer new
possibilities with plants.
For over 30 years, Bluelab has helped horticultural
growers understand their growing environment
through accessible measurement and control
technology. The product line runs from
handheld measurement tools to nutrient delivery
automation. Helping growers unlock the potential
from plants, Bluelab wants to work with others
with a similar vision.
16

Position
Group Manager – Agritech

Callaghan Innovation is New Zealand’s
innovation agency. It activates innovation
and helps businesses grow faster for a
better New Zealand. As a government
agency, we partner with ambitious
businesses of all sizes, delivering a
range of innovation and research and
development (R&D) services to suit
each stage of their growth. Our staff
– including more than 200 of New
Zealand’s leading scientists and engineers
– empower innovators by connecting
people, opportunities and networks, and
providing tailored technical solutions,
skills and capability development
programmes, and grants co-funding.

Callaghan Innovation also enhances the
operation of New Zealand’s innovation
ecosystem. Working closely with other
government agencies, Crown Research
Institutes, and other organisations like
Agritech NZ, we help increase business
investment in R&D and innovation.
Bringing the NZ delegation to Australia,
we are helping our companies connect
to international opportunities, knowledge
and know-how so they can scale their
businesses faster. We are also looking
to connect with other potential partners
for our businesses, or those who are
interested in connecting into the NZ
agritech ecosystem.

New Zealand at evokeAG 2019 – Food Farm Future
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CertusBio Limited

Cream Limited

Name
Matthew Jones

Name
Kevin O’Sullivan I Gary Guernier

Position
CEO

Position
Kevin O’Sullivan – CEO

Location
Christchurch, New Zealand
Contact
matthew.jones@certusbio.com
www.certusbio.com

According to the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, a
third of all food produced for human
consumption is wasted annually at a
cost of NZ$1 trillion. Approximately 20%
of food waste occurs during industrial
processing. For example, in the dairy
industry 2-3% of all milk processed is lost
to waste. This has an estimated value of
NZ$12.8 billion per annum.
Due to the increasing scarcity of
resources, climate change and tighter
environmental regulations, industrial food
producers need to maximise the food
they produce for human consumption.
By embracing the circular economy
and minimising waste, food processors
can increase processing yields, reduce
wastewater treatment costs, and protect
the environment for future generations.
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CertusBio’s wastewater monitoring
devices help processors detect, quantify
and prevent food waste, allowing them
to save millions of dollars per annum.
What makes CertusBio different is its use
of lab-on-a-chip biosensor technology
to continually monitor wastewater. Its
fully automated self-calibrating devices
provide highly specific, interferencefree wastewater measurements. These
Internet of Things (IoT) devices can be
set up within one hour of visiting a plant,
without interruption to existing processes,
providing immediate information on food
waste.

Gary Guernier – Chairman
Location
Auckland, New Zealand
Contact
kevin@creamtrading.com I gary@creamtrading.com
www.creamtrading.com

B2B trade process in primary industries is still
carried out through personal meetings, emails and
phone calls. There is a lack of transparency and
no mechanism to capture market data effectively.
Buyers and sellers don’t know whether they get
optimum prices since there is no consistent way for
all of them to connect and simultaneously participate
in the market to generate competitive tension.
Cream Limited has created the Cream B2B
trading platform with the aim of digitalising and
modernising high-volume wholesale ingredient
trading in primary industries such as dairy, seafood,
meat and sugar to make the process more
transparent, profitable and efficient. Now buyers
and sellers can connect anytime to place and
accept bids and offers instantly, and a trade can be
completed in just two clicks.
Cream Limited provides the full infrastructure, and
offers clients customised configuration. Cream’s
B2B trading platform powers European dairy giants
like Arla Foods and Hoogwegt International. Cream
Limited aims to make strong inroads into the sugar,
seafood, honey and wine industries in the future.
New Zealand at evokeAG 2019 – Food Farm Future
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CropLogic Limited

Davey Water Products

Name
James Cooper-Jones

Name
Bruce Chave
Vincent Gruffat

Position
CEO
Location
Perth, Western Australia
Contact
info@croplogic.com
croplogic.com

CropLogic™ is an award-winning global
digital agritech company specialising in
soil moisture management solutions.
Its vision is to be the leading provider
of powerfully simple actionable
intelligence designed for irrigated crop
farmers to better manage water usage,
and to enhance crop behaviour and
performance.

CropLogic™ asked itself how it
could create an intuitive tool that
complemented farmers’ on-theground knowledge. With over 600
field trials conducted with farmers
across a variety of crop and soil types,
CropLogic™ realTime, a soil-moisture
management and decision support
tool, was born. Designed to help
farmers make performance-enhancing
The scientific and agronomy roots of
irrigation and agronomic decisions
CropLogic™ originated in New Zealand.
at the click of a button, the realTime
Stemming from the intellectual property
GrowerView desktop dashboard and
of the New Zealand Institute for Plant
app enables farmers to monitor, track
and Food Research, CropLogic™ was
and manage soil moisture, irrigation,
founded in 2010. Leveraging 30 years
rain events and evapotranspiration rate
of plant performance data and analysis,
all in the one place. Powerfully simple,
CropLogic™ started the journey to
develop a hardware and software solution actionable intelligence for soil moisture
management – talk to CropLogic™
designed to provide actionable in-field
information that is accurate, concise and today: croplogic.com
easy to use.
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Position
Bruce Chave – General Manager
Vincent Gruffat – Water Treatment Engineer
Location
Auckland, New Zealand
Contact
bchave@dwp.co.nz I vgruffat@dwp.co.nz
www.daveynz.co.nz

Davey Water Products is a provider for all of
your water transfer and treatment needs. For
over 80 years, Davey Water Products has been
manufacturing products that help protect and
enhance people’s lives through water.
Whether you need perfect pressure, healthy
drinking water, protection from fire and flood,
or water to run your farm or business, you can
depend on Davey.
Davey has a specialist focus on providing water
transfer and treatment solutions from small,
medium to large drinking water or wastewater
treatment plants.
Backed by project engineers in its commercial
team, Davey can design, build, install and
service customised systems to suit project
requirements.
Davey works to Lean practices, is an ISO 9001
Quality Endorsed Company and been certified
to ISO 14001 for its Environmental Management
System.
New Zealand at evokeAG 2019 – Food Farm Future
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Deosan

Ecolibrium Biologicals Ltd

Name
Colin Groves

Name
Priya Wallabh

Position
Chairman

Position
Strategic Development Manager

Location
Waharoa, New Zealand

Location
Auckland, New Zealand

Contact
colin.groves@deosan.co.nz
www.deosan.co.nz

Contact
priya@ecolibriumbiologicals.kiwi
www.ecolibriumbiologicals.com

Deosan is a family-run company with an
interesting backstory. Back in the 1990s,
young dairy farmer Mike Bodle was
impressed by a teat spray called Teat-Ex
sold by multinational chemical company
Diversey Lever. However, when Diversey
decided to exit the New Zealand market,
Mike was so concerned that he drove to
their head office in Auckland, determined
to protect the future health of his herd,
and came home with the Deosan
formulations.
Four years later, Mike handed the reins to
younger brother Kip.
TeatX is New Zealand’s market-leading
teat spray. With Deosan’s full dairy
detergent and liquid mineral supplement
range, Deosan is cementing its place at
the forefront of the dairy shed hygiene
and animal health categories.
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With nationwide distribution through rural
retailers and vets, and a team of territory
managers supported by technical and
product development experts, Deosan
is well on the way to becoming another
iconic Kiwi agribusiness brand.
Deosan is all about good people,
innovation, sustainability and excellence.
It is proud to develop products suiting
New Zealand’s unique farming conditions
and to help Kiwi dairy farmers produce
the best milk in the world.

Ecolibrium Biologicals Ltd is an
agri-biotech company based in Auckland,
New Zealand with a global perspective
on sustainable pest control solutions in
the agricultural and horticultural market.
Its facility in Pukekohe is designed to
discover, develop and distribute novel,
indigenous technologies to the
New Zealand and global market.

reduced land area due to urbanisation,
while valuable synthetic ag-chem tools
are withdrawn from the grower’s toolbox
of cultural practices.

Ecolibrium builds technology bridges or
transitional technology which allows the
growers to achieve the same outcome
as synthetic ag-chem but from a
biopesticide; delivering what the public
Ecolibrium acknowledges it’s working in
expects in food safety from the use of
a sphere in which synthetic ag-chem is
biopesticides and reducing dependence
mainstream due to its reliability and which on synthetic ag-chem.
has largely driven the green revolution,
Ecolibrium believes the challenge is in
improvements in food production and
the creation of a biological technology
first world countries’ living standards.
platform which delivers to growers a
Biopesticides, with very few exceptions,
similar experience to synthetic ag-chem.
have failed for a number of reasons. On
top of this, food producers are being
asked to help feed a population projected
to be 11.8 billion by 2050, despite

New Zealand at evokeAG 2019 – Food Farm Future
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Eko360 Limited
Name
Bruce Smith
Position
Managing Director
Location
Auckland, New Zealand
Contact
bruce@eko360.com
www.smartfert.co.nz

Fonterra Co-operative
Group Ltd
Name
Carl Trask I Ben Smith
Position
Carl Trask – Programme Manager, On-Farm R&D
Ben Smith – Agritechnology Project Manager
Location
Auckland, New Zealand (Head Office)
Contact
carl.trask@fonterra.com I ben.smith@fonterra.com
www.fonterra.com

The global challenge to produce food
for 9 billion in 2050, without harming the
world’s ecosystem, requires innovation
and collaboration.
Eko360’s innovative technology controls
the release nutrients for food crops that
optimises plant growth while minimising
the impact on soils, the atmosphere and
waterways.
New Zealand’s agricultural-based
economy is a global leader in dairy,
meat and horticultural food production.
Unfortunately, over the past 25 years
nitrogen fertiliser usage has increased
by over 600%, of which approximately
60% is lost, resulting in negative effects
on the ecosystem. With wide-ranging
farming environments, New Zealand is an
ideal location to develop technologies to
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increase the efficient use of fertiliser and
minimise its environmental footprint.
Eko360’s fertiliser coating technology
is developed for extensive farming. It
extends growth responses from applied
nitrogen to crops and pasture, minimising
unintentional outcomes from fertiliser.
Through collaborating with other agritech
companies, researchers and farmers,
a holistic approach is being taken to
develop innovative products, systems
and processes for improved agriculture
production and environmental outcomes.
Eko360’s mission is to globalise
technologies which minimise the effects
of fertiliser on the ecosystem and
advance sustainable food production.

Fonterra is a global dairy nutrition company owned
by 10,000 farmers and their families, united by a
belief in the power of dairy to make a difference.
Fonterra employs 22,000 people around the
globe. Fonterra is a world-leading dairy exporter,
shaping the industry in quality and innovation.
Fonterra works with farmers through a partnership
approach, supporting them to adopt good
management practices and to improve profitability,
environmental efficiency and resilience. Fonterra
has a set of policies and standards that support
sustainable dairy farming. These include
expectations for farmers on the environment,
animal health and welfare, biosecurity, and food
safety and quality.
Fonterra is exploring new solutions and
opportunities to help its farmers achieve their
goals, and adapt to a changing world. Fonterra
looks forward to engaging with innovators to help
take dairy into the future.
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Helius Therapeutics
Name
JP Schmidt
Position
Executive Director
Location
Auckland, New Zealand
Contact
enquiries@helius.co.nz
www.helius.co.nz

Helius is a New Zealand-owned biotechnology company focused on medicinal
cannabis research and development. It is the country’s largest licensed producer
and the first medicinal cannabis cultivator to be certified as New Zealand Grown.
The company is building a state-of-the-art facility in Auckland with indoor controlled
growing systems, an integrated extraction site, an advanced cannabinoid research
laboratory and manufacturing operations. As New Zealand’s regulatory environment
changes, Helius is poised to set the standard for effective and accessible medicinal
cannabis products in New Zealand.
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Hivemind Precision
Apiculture
Name
Bryan Hoyt
Position
Business Development Manager
Location
Christchurch, New Zealand
Contact
bryan@hivemind.co.nz
hivemind.co.nz

Hivemind shows beekeepers what’s going on in their remote beehives, by providing
up-to-date hive weight, temperature, and bee activity information via satellite
communication, so the beekeeper can time their hive visits precisely and keep their
hives healthy, resulting in thousands of dollars of extra yearly honey yield.
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Hot Lime Labs Limited

Ice Solutions Ltd

Name
Vlatko Materic I Tijs Robinson

Name
Craig Clarke

Position
Vlatko Materic – CEO / CTO / Founder

Position
Engineering & Innovation Director

Tijs Robinson – Chief Operating Officer
Location
Wellington, New Zealand
Contact
v.materic@hotlimelabs.co.nz
www.hotlimelabs.co.nz

Multi-hectare, hi-tech hydroponic greenhouses
are one of the fastest-growing areas of
horticulture, meeting the demands of a rapidly
urbanising global population.
Carbon dioxide is a key nutrient necessary to
realise the full potential of modern greenhouses.
However, current sources of CO2 are expensive
and non-renewable, or simply not available. Hot
Lime Labs is developing systems to boost the
yields of greenhouses with renewable, costeffective carbon dioxide, produced on-site and
on demand.
The technology enables greenhouse growers
to operate at optimal yields, growing food
production while increasing the use of
renewable fuels for heating/CO2 in the industry.

Location
Gisborne, New Zealand
Contact
craig@icesolutions.co.nz
www.icesolutions.co.nz
liquidprocess.co.nz

Ice Solutions Ltd, incorporated in 2001, is part of a refrigeration group founded in
1980 and is based in Gisborne, New Zealand with a subsidiary in Melbourne, Australia.
Ice Solutions provides solutions at the start of a cool chain process. Using our
patented Beluga™ Ice Slurry Systems, we have designed and installed equipment in
many food- and ag-based industries in New Zealand, Australia, USA and Papua New
Guinea.
Beluga™ Technology can produce Ice Slurry from fresh water, or salt (sea) water Ice
Slurry for marine applications. This slurry can be used either directly or indirectly to
cool products and processes in many applications including wine, dairy farm milk
chilling, processed foods, aquaculture/fishing, chicken processing plants, meat works
and many others.
Ice Solutions has designed and developed a suite of ancillary equipment that includes
product immersion baths and conveyors and cooling units, Ice Slurry Transfer and Ice
Slurry mixing systems for pumpable soft ice slurry, and specialised high-flow filters
for recirculation systems for removing feathers and fats from water used in poultry
chilling and washing processes.
Ice Solutions has significant expertise and knowledge in food processing and growing
applications and can provide consultancy services through to turnkey installations.
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New Zealand
driving agritech
innovation and
growth
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Landpro Limited
Name
Kate Scott
Position
Founder & Executive Director
Location
Central Otago, New Zealand
Contact
kate@landpro.co.nz
www.landpro.co.nz

Landpro is a multi-disciplined consultancy
business working across a range of
sectors to create and inspire sustainable
solutions through expertise, innovation
and technology. Its core business
is predominantly in the agricultural/
environmental space.
Landpro has a growing team of 45, which
comprises surveyors, environmental
scientists, Geographic Information
System (GIS), project planning,
resource management and airborne
remote sensing expertise. Its broad yet
complementary team allows Landpro to
provide its customers with end-to-end
solutions.
Landpro operates an aeroplane fitted
with multispectral camera and LiDAR for
high-end remote sensing, imaging and
topographical mapping applications. It
also utilises UAV technology.
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The use of remote-sensing data aligns
with Landpro’s commitment to precision
agriculture and, combined with its
comprehensive software solutions,
Landpro sees itself as an important part of
the ‘smart ag’ chain.
To enable Landpro to work collaboratively
to solve issues such as the environmental
impacts of agriculture, and to
measure ongoing success in land use
management practices, Landpro sees
high quality geospatial data, combined
with analysis from other technical
disciplines, as being one of the key
enablers.

Livestock Improvement
Corporation Limited (LIC)
Name
Genevieve Cooper
Position
New Venture Advisor
Location
Hamilton, New Zealand
Contact
genevieve.cooper@lic.co.nz
www.lic.co.nz

LIC is a farmer-owned co-operative that provides a range of services and solutions
to improve the productivity and prosperity of farmers. This includes dairy genetics,
information technology, herd testing, DNA parentage verification and farm advisory
services through FarmWise.
Subsidiary business LIC Automation also provides integrated automation systems and
unique milk testing sensors that present real-time data while a cow is being milked.
With origins dating back to 1909, LIC has a long history of world-leading innovations
for the dairy industry.
Today the New Zealand-based co-operative employs more than 700 permanent staff,
swelling to 2000 during the peak dairy mating season. LIC also has offices in the
United Kingdom, Ireland and Australia.
All LIC profit is returned to its farmer owners/shareholders in dividends, or reinvested
for new solutions, research and development.

Landpro is looking for opportunities to
partner with other organisations and
businesses, particularly in the machine
learning and AI space, to enhance its
growing business.
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Mastaplex Limited
Name
Dr Olaf Bork
Position
CEO

Ministry of Business,
Innovation and
Employment (MBIE)
Name
Dr Kimberlee Jordan

Location
Dunedin, New Zealand
Contact
olaf.bork@mastaplex.com
www.mastaplex.com

Position
Strategic Partnership Manager
Location
Wellington, New Zealand
Contact
Kimberlee.Jordan@mbie.govt.nz
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Mastaplex Limited is a provider of
veterinary point-of-care diagnostic tests
and digital health services. Mastaplex
provides dairy farmers and vets with an
easy, precise and fast bovine mastitis
diagnostic. The company’s products and
services support antibiotic treatment,
decisions and disease management; help
improve food quality; and combat against
antimicrobial resistance; driving dairy
farm profitability.

to initiatives to fight against antibiotic
resistance.

Bovine mastitis (inflammation of the
udder) is the most common disease in
dairy cattle worldwide. Udder health
and milk quality are instrumental to
farm productivity. Mastitis is treated
with antibiotics, and common practice
has been to treat straight away without
carrying out proper diagnosis. This
procedure is no longer acceptable due
to its cost to the farmer, in addition

Mastaplex provides a unique point-of-care
diagnostics platform for bovine mastitis.
The platform encompasses three key
components:
•

Mastatest – simple consumable test
cartridge

•

Lapbox – point of care hardware
device

•

Mastaplex Cloud – analytical solution,
data and digital health services.

The Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE) plays a central role
in shaping and delivering a strong New Zealand economy. We develop and deliver
policy, services, advice and regulation to support growth and the prosperity and
wellbeing of all New Zealanders. As part of this, we help R&D intensive businesses
connect, collaborate and innovate in New Zealand.

The diagnostic enables tests to be
performed easily on-site and results
received within 24 hours. It provides 3-in1 information about bacterial infection, its
type and antibiotic sensitivity. These are
clinically proven lab-grade diagnostics.
Recommendations are sent directly to
farmers, allowing greater insights into the
results.
New Zealand at evokeAG 2019 – Food Farm Future
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TM

SMARTER BEEKEEPING

MyApiary Limited

Next Farm Ltd

Name
Darren Bainbridge

Name
Sammi Stewart

Position
Managing Director

Position
Brand Manager

Location
Hamilton, New Zealand

Location
Dunedin, New Zealand

Contact
Darren@myapiary.com
www.myapiary.com

Contact
info@nextfarmltd.com
www.next-farm.co.nz

The humble honey bee is one of the
most important insects in our global
food production ecosystem. Bees have
been pollinating much of the food we
eat through the ages, largely managed by
traditional farming practices.
However, emerging agritech solutions
are radically changing the game,
combined with declining native pollinator
populations. Beekeepers are now needed
to pollinate more and more crops and
manage the health of more beehives than
ever before.
Information management is a critical
component for business operators in
today’s demanding farming environment.
MyApiary’s system increases productivity,
improves communication, and helps
make informed, data-driven decisions.
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The tools bring record keeping, forward
planning, asset management and cost
monitoring into one, easy-to-use, online
and app environment.

Water is a resource of ever-increasing scarcity and concern and, on top of this,
farmers are tasked with the responsibility of feeding the world’s ever-growing
population. Motivated by its on-farm frustrations, Next Farm knew there had to be a
better way to get the exact amount of water to the exact location.

Through partnering with industry,
MyApiary has custom-built and refined
each solution in collaboration with
customers to ensure the tools make
a real and tangible difference to
business operators. This has led to the
development of world-leading hive
management practices in the world
today.

Next Farm employs a variety of on-farm sensors to enable environmentally responsive
irrigation scheduling. Next Farm’s (Remote Irrigation Mesh) controllers provide control
down to individual sprinklers, offering unprecedented granularity in data collection
and precision water control.

In the increasingly complex world of
food production, farming and traceability,
MyApiary is leading the way in supporting
business owners to achieve greater
productivity and have increased clarity
on where they can grow and refine their
businesses.

Working with farmers, irrigation installers, and electronics experts in New Zealand
means Next Farm offers practical, farm-specific solutions for improving irrigation. Next
Farm’s cloud-based system and field-tested hardware provides a reliable solution for
farmers to maximise their yields while minimising both their labour and water inputs
for optimal efficiency. Next Farm’s goal is not only to ensure that there is sufficient
water left for generations to come but also to enable farms to thrive; and it all starts
right now, by applying the right amount of water every time.
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New Zealand National
Fieldays Society

New Zealand Trade &
Enterprise (NZTE)

Name
Nick Dromgool I Jim Grennell

Name
Richard Campbell I Angela Traill

Position
Nick Dromgool – General Manager Commercial

Position
Investment Managers

Jim Grennell – International Business Manager
Location
Hamilton, New Zealand
Contact
www.nznfs.co.nz I www.fieldays.co.nz

Contact
Richard.Campbell@nzte.govt.nz
Angela.Traill@nzte.govt.nz
www.nzte.govt.nz

The New Zealand National Fieldays Society was
founded in 1968 with the mission of advancing
agriculture through collaborative leadership
in technology, innovation, education and
internationalisation.

New Zealand Trade & Enterprise (NZTE) is New
Zealand’s international business development
agency, focused on growing New Zealand
companies internationally, bigger, better, faster
for the good of New Zealand.

The society’s cornerstone event, New Zealand
Agricultural Fieldays, is the southern hemisphere’s
largest agricultural event, attracting more than
130,000 visitors each year.

We work to increase New Zealand companies’
international success by helping them boost
their global reach and build capability. With
600 people based in 50 offices worldwide, our
global presence allows us to deliver unique
value to businesses through our know-how and
know-who.

In 2018, over 300 people from 42 countries
visited the International Business Centre,
there were more than 70 entries in the NZNFS
innovation awards, close to 1,000 students visited
the Careers and Education hub, and a new
and improved Fieldays app helped visitors and
exhibitors navigate around the site.
Fieldays provides an environment for town
and country to come together; for exhibitors
to conduct market research and release new
products and services; for farmers to see what’s
new on the market and have some valuable time
off-farm; and for all to get together and celebrate
New Zealand’s thriving agricultural industry.
38

Location
Auckland, New Zealand I Sydney, Australia

NZTE’s investment team helps New Zealand
companies source the capital they need to
successfully scale and expand internationally.
We work with New Zealand companies to build
their investment readiness and connect them to
domestic and international investors.
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NZTech
Name
Graeme Muller
Position
CEO of NZTech, Chair of AgriTech New Zealand
Location
Auckland, New Zealand
Contact
Graeme.muller@nztech.org.nz
nztech.org.nz

Agritech New Zealand is an association
of organisations and individuals that have
come together to lead a programme
of work, taking a pivotal role in growing
New Zealand’s capability to maximise
the opportunities enabled by agritech.
Agritech New Zealand’s vision is for New
Zealand to become a global leader in
science, technology, and innovation,
delivering commercial outcomes for the
global primary sector.
AgriTech New Zealand is a founding
member of the New Zealand Tech
Alliance which is led by NZTech, a notfor-profit, non-governmental organisation
(NGO) that brings together organisations
from across the broad and diverse
New Zealand tech ecosystem to help
make New Zealand more prosperous,
underpinned by technology.
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NZTech represents a collective of
20 technology-focused associations
that represent more than 800
organisations across the New Zealand
tech ecosystem who employ almost 10%
of the New Zealand workforce.

New Zealand Venture
Investment Fund
Name
Bridget Unsworth
Position
Investment Director – Seed Co-Investment Fund
Location
Auckland, New Zealand
Contact
Bridget.unsworth@nzvif.co.nz
www.nzvif.co.nz

The NZVIF was established by the New
Zealand government in 2002 to build a
vibrant early-stage investment market
in New Zealand. NZVIF has $245 million
of funds under management which is
invested through two vehicles; the $195
million Venture Capital Fund of Funds
and the $50 million Seed Co-investment
Fund. All their investments are made
either through privately managed venture
capital funds or alongside experienced
angel investors, who we partner with to
invest in New Zealand-originated, highgrowth potential companies.

The Seed Co-investment Fund (SCIF)
is part of the angel sector, having been
established in 2006 to accelerate
the sector’s development. SCIF is
co-investing into young technology
companies alongside selected angel
groups as well as private sector capital.
With NZVIF’s money being added into
the mix, it enables angel investors to
spread their own investment dollars more
widely and into more companies.
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Outpost Central Ltd (Wildeye)

PICMI

Name
James Riddell I Kieran Coupe

Name
Genevieve Griffin-George

Position
James Riddell – CEO

Position
Founder

Kieran Coupe – Managing Director Australia
Location
Auckland, New Zealand I Perth, Australia I Fresno, United States
Contact
james@mywildeye.com I @mywildeye (twitter)
www.mywildeye.com

Wildeye is an affordable and dependable farm and irrigation monitoring solution for
farmers, irrigators and agronomists to help them conserve water and improve their
yield. It enables them to remotely monitor soil moisture, irrigation flow, microclimate
weather parameters, water levels, well and pump station performance from their
desktop, tablet or mobile devices.
Wildeye is a global leader in the Internet of Things for agriculture, and has been in
business since 2002, with operations in Australia, California and New Zealand and
tens of thousands of global installations.
Visit Wildeye at evokeAg, where it is exhibiting at expo space 11.
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Location
Tasman, New Zealand
Contact
www.linkedin.com/in/genevieve-griffin-george
www.facebook.com/justpicmi
Twitter: @justpicmi

PICMI is the seasonal staffing solution.
Quality workers are hard to find. Growers
do not have an efficient way of finding
reliable seasonal staff when they need
them. This has a negative impact on their
business, yield, and the quality of their
produce.
PICMI simplifies the employment process
for growers and seamlessly connects
them to the right workers at the right
time. The platform connects employers
with a pre-qualified workforce that is
verified and ready to go. PICMI enables
them to manage on-boarding rather than
wasting time searching for and gathering
employee information. PICMI provides
all visa, personal identification, bank and
health and safety details, which removes
the need for paperwork.

PICMI gets the workers to do the work.
The workers create a verified profile and
then select the locations and time they
would like to work, and PICMI matches
them to a job.
PICMI removes the repetitive admin and
stress so that growers can spend time on
what is really important to their business.
Make finding workers easy. Create your
PICMI profile today!
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Rezare Systems Pty Ltd –
Australia; Rezare
Systems Limited – NZ
Name
Brad Swadesir I Andrew Cooke
Position
Brad Swadesir – Business Development Manager
Andrew Cooke – Managing Director
Location
Hamilton, New Zealand (and VIC, Australia)
Contact
andrew.cooke@rezare.com
brad.swadesir@rezare.com.au
www.rezare.com

You’re charged with creating or digitising an
agritech product, agricultural service, or solving
a data integration headache. You need to
blend service design, innovation, and a deep
knowledge of the agricultural industry. You need
to leverage digital technologies effectively to
create your solution.
Wise agritech product managers and service
leads turn to Rezare Systems, the experts in
digital agricultural systems. Rezare Systems’
team of designers, data specialists and software
developers helps organisations in Australia, New
Zealand and the UK create innovative products
and services.
Whatever digital vision you’re building for the
future, Rezare Systems can help with advice,
delivery, and complementing your own team.
Start the conversation today.
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Robotics Plus
Name
Steve Saunders
Position
Director
Location
Tauranga, New Zealand
Contact
info@roboticsplus.co.nz
www.roboticsplus.co.nz

Robotics Plus Limited (RPL) was created
with a simple goal in mind – to unlock
new levels of productivity in some of the
world’s most labour-intensive food and
fibre value chains. Since 2013, RPL has
developed world-leading mechanisation,
automation, machine vision, robotic and
sensor technologies to address global
challenges.
RPL recognises that its ability to deeply
understand these complex value chains
is critical to its success. That’s why RPL
partners with other high-performing
businesses and institutions which
also excel in their respective fields to
develop systems together that work both
technically and commercially.

Driven by a desire to look after growers,
and informed by deep customer
insights, RPL ultimately develops and
commercialises technology with a focus
on automated systems for variable
environments.
Over the past three years of intensive
development, RPL has built an IP
portfolio that creates the opportunity to
radically transform food and fibre value
chains. This technology is already making
waves in New Zealand agriculture and is
now expanding into global markets and
other sectors.

New Zealand at evokeAG 2019 – Food Farm Future

45

Spot Check
Technologies Ltd

Sprout Accelerator
Name
Stu Bradbury

Name
Jennifer Barnes

Position
Business Strategy Advisor

Position
CEO

Location
Palmerston North, New Zealand

Location
Auckland, New Zealand

Contact
www.sproutaccelerator.com
twitter.com/sproutagritech

Contact
Jen.barnes@spotchecktech.io
www.spotchecktech.io

Spot Check is a technology company developing a biosensor platform that enables
rapid and sensitive detection of micro-organisms or proteins via a single-use
disposable strip, coupled with a portable, low-cost reader device, which is amenable
to on-site testing. Spot Check’s biosensor design comprises a simple drop-deposition
of its proprietary conductive polymer, that is already functionalised with a desired
molecular probe sequence (DNA, RNA or aptamer) onto a screen-printed carbon
electrode. Within seconds the result is a conducting polymer coating on the sensing
surface that is specifically selective for a biological target of interest.
Spot Check will address the problems and limitations associated with current
diagnostic technologies by creating a fast and accurate test that is free from
calibration and contamination, is stable and suitable for use in harsh conditions, and
has the ability to be developed into an extensive menu. Spot Check’s system offers
the sensitivity and specificity demanded in today’s testing markets.
The Spot Check team is a multi-disciplinary, award-winning team with strong scientific
expertise. The science team is complemented by a CEO and board of directors with
extensive corporate experience.
If you’d like to know more about how Spot Check Technologies is making the world a
healthier place, get in touch today.
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Sprout backs bold agritech businesses
and entrepreneurs who move fast, think
big, and are committed to building
solutions for problems that reach from
farm to fork.

•

Introductions and support from
investors who can open doors to
big opportunities both nationally and
internationally

•

No requirement to relocate the
business

•

Access to grants and cash
opportunities for business
development

•

The backing of an entire global
community that wants to see your
business succeed

•

The accelerator ends at the Sprout
partners’ summit, where the Sprout
network, agritech leaders and
investors get together to meet
with the companies, hear their
progress and discuss partnership and
investment opportunities.

Key benefits of Sprout are:
•

Advice and guidance from a global
network of over 100 people, from
those who understand the business and
technologies of the agritech sector

•

Direct access to partners who could
add global credibility, and distribution
for products and channels to market

•

Opportunities to validate ideas
and products with customer focus
groups around New Zealand and
internationally

•

Access to a network of people with
complementary skills that can fill the
gaps while businesses are in the
start-up phase
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Techion Group Ltd

TracMap NZ Ltd

Name
Greg Mirams I Anna Schmid

Name
Grant Gibson

Position
Greg Mirams – Managing Director

Position
Chief Operating Officer

Anna Schmid – Marketing and Communications
Manager

Location
Mosgiel, New Zealand

Location
Dunedin, New Zealand

Contact
grantg@tracmap.com
www.tracmap.com

Contact
greg@techiongroup.co.nz I anna@techiongroup.co.nz
www.techiongroup.com

Techion’s world-leading particle flotation and
imaging technology is revolutionising disease
management in livestock and other animals.
Internal parasite infestation can have an
extensive negative impact on farm productivity
and animal health and performance.
Techion modernises the traditional microscopebased parasite testing method by replacing it
with FECPAKG2. FECPAKG2 is an image-based
diagnostic platform scientifically validated to
conduct faecal egg count (FEC) tests on animals
on farm or in the lab – making FEC testing
easier, faster and more flexible.
Techion’s imaging diagnostic technology
underpins its ability to identify and access
anthelmintic resistance on a property, and so
help manage the situation.
Techion is addressing drug use in meat
production and drug resistance that is a growing
sustainability issue for food retailers, meat
processors and farmers. FECPAKG2 empowers
farmers to better meet consumer expectations
and improve profitability and sustainability.
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Growing high-value crops is a
complicated business. Trying to manage
multiple moving parts – from spray
programmes, improving food quality and
yield, managing harvest, while ensuring
increasingly complex food safety and
export regulations are adhered to,
often with seasonal workers – is not
easy. Traditional paper-based tasking
and reporting is time consuming, often
incorrect or incomplete, and exposes
growers to significant risk.
Meet TracMap – the world leader in
providing operational accuracy for
growers.
TracMap’s award-winning system
combines cloud-based job tasking and
reporting, with a bespoke GPS guidance
and reporting device in the tractor, or
harvester. The two work seamlessly to

provide full visibility between the office
and staff in the field, ensuring all tasks are
completed accurately, while capturing
rich data for reporting and decisionmaking.
With a strong existing revenue base and
team of 50, TracMap has accelerated
growth with the establishment of a sales
presence in three locations on the West
Coast of the US, also obtaining significant
growth in Australia. This has been aided
by the release of new technology, and
moving to a recurring revenue model.
TracMap is seeking partners to assist in
further expansion in the West Coast of
the United States and Australia.
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UBCO Ltd

Arthur D Riley and Col Ltd

Name
Timothy Allan

Name
Bruce Franks I Garth Mickell

Position
Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer

Position
Bruce Franks – Marketing and Development
Garth Mickell – Managing Director

Location
Tauranga, New Zealand
Contact
timothy@ubcobikes.com
info@ubcobikes.com
www.ubcobikes.com

UBCO was founded on the idea of a Utility Electric Vehicle (UEV) that would
transform the way people ride, work and play. UBCO has rapidly developed into a
digitally connected UEV platform including on- and off-road transport (2×2), portable
power, accessories, and subscription software. They provide a complete solution,
from an individual user to a fleet manager, across a wide range of applications in New
Zealand, Australia and the United States. UBCO’s UEV, the 2×2, is the world’s first dual
electric drive utility vehicle. With a motor in each wheel, no gas and no noise, it’s the
smartest, quietest and most efficient way for you to get around both on- and off-road.

Location
Bruce Franks – Christchurch, New Zealand
Garth Mickell – Wellington, New Zealand
Contact
bruce.franks@watermetrics.co.nz
gmickell@adriley.co.nz

Watermetrics’ industry experience and
knowledge (via DataCol) sets it apart from other
providers. Established in 1999, DataCol grew
to more than 200 employees and contractors,
and gained widespread recognition for its
service commitment and levels of innovation.
It expanded into the agricultural monitoring
space in 2012 and continued this expansion,
purchasing the assets of Watermetrics in 2015.
All of DataCol’s agri-business now operates
under the Watermetrics brand and is now a
trading division of AD Riley.
Watermetrics is amongst the largest agrisensor and data aggregator businesses in
New Zealand and a leader in IoT (Internet of
things) deployments. It has recently opened
new branches in Hamilton and Napier to serve
Waikato and Hawke’s Bay and to grow its North
Island operations. Watermetrics continues to
grow both organically and through acquisitions.
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Wine Grenade Limited

WNT Ventures

Name
Jonathan Boswell I Mike Moore

Name
Jon Sandbrook

Position
Jonathan Boswell – Managing Director

Position
Investment Manager

Mike Moore – Director, Finance and Operations

Location
Tauranga, New Zealand

Location
Auckland, New Zealand
Contact
jonathan@winegrenade.com I mike@winegrenade.com
www.winegrenade.com

Wine Grenade is wine maturation, redefined.
The Wine Grenade allows winemakers to
achieve oak-barrel-quality maturation in
stainless steel tanks. An effortless IoT device
gives winemakers the control and insight to
create high-quality wines through the process of
micro-oxygenation.

Contact
jon@wntventures.co.nz
www.wntventures.co.nz

WNT Ventures is a technology incubator and early-stage investor into technologycentric pre-revenue start-ups with global potential.
WNT Ventures invests in deep tech, providing the investment capital and the support
that pre-revenue, innovative technologies and companies need to grow into
successful businesses.

A patented oxygen diffusion process delivers
superior maturation outcomes while minimising
time, expense and effort.
The device was designed with customer
usability in mind, and the product offering
is differentiated in two ways. Firstly, Wine
Grenade has adopted a consumables-based
business model, meaning winemakers are able
to minimise the capex required to access the
technology, and the overall cost of the product
is almost entirely aligned with how customers
value the results it delivers. Secondly, it makes
each device cloud-enabled. Wine Grenade
has created a platform that can be developed
further by including an increasing number of
more sophisticated sensors – providing greater
data insights to winemakers.
52
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Notes
Zeddy
(CalfSMART Limited)
Name
Kate Gwilliam
Position
CEO
Location
Palmerston North, New Zealand
Contact
Kate.gwilliam@zeddy.com
www.zeddy.com

Supplementary feeding is increasing in the agriculture industry worldwide as demand
increases for food. Currently, supplementary feed utilisation is poor in the paddock or
outside due to wastage. It is estimated that 20% of feed is wasted due to feed getting
damaged by the weather, spillage of feed, and over-consumption of an animal’s
ration. This impacts the feed consumption of another animal and therefore the overall
performance of the animal.
To combat the problem, Zeddy has designed smart animal feeders (Zeddys) to
increase feed utilisation and animal performance by feeding animals individual feed
amounts.
Zeddy feeds dry supplementary feed to animals on an individual level, with feed plans
set by the farmer for the animals, and collects data to give insights for each animal
and the farm’s feed usage.
Zeddy’s ruminant feeding systems are targeted at global cow, bull, calf, goat and
sheep markets where animals are not housed, or are not housed all year round. Key
markets are New Zealand, Australia, UK, Ireland, France, Spain, and some parts of
North and South America.
The Zeddy head office is based in Palmerston North. To find more info about Zeddy,
visit www.zeddy.com
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